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Manu instructed society to show respect to its members
insofar as they possessed wisdom, virtue, age, kinship,
or, lastly, wealth. Riches in Vedic India were always
despised if they were hoarded or unavailable for chari-
table purposes. Ungenerous men of great wealth were
assigned a low rank in society.
Serious evils arose when the caste system became hard-
ened through the centuries into a hereditary halter. India,
self-governing since 1947, is making slow but sure pro-
gress in restoring the ancient values of caste, based solely
on natural qualification and not on birth. Every nation
on earth has its own distinctive misery-producing karma
to deal with and honourably remove. India, with her
versatile and invulnerable spirit, will prove herself equal
to the task of caste reformation.
So entrancing is southern India that Mr. Wright and
I yearned to prolong our idyll. But time, in its immemo-
rial rudeness, dealt us no courteous extensions. I was
scheduled soon to address the concluding session of the
Indian Philosophical Congress at Calcutta University. At
the end of the visit to Mysore, I enjoyed a talk with
Sir C. V. Raman, president of the Indian Academy of
Sciences. This brilliant Hindu physicist was awarded the
Nobel Prize in 1930 for the "Raman Effect," his import-
ant discovery in the diffusion of light.
Waving a reluctant farewell to a crowd of Madras
students and friends, Mr. Wright and I set out on our
travels. On the way we stopped before a little shrine
between extremes in the natural castes, the race dwindles away
and becomes extinct. The Parana Samhita compares the off-
spring of such unions to barren hybrids, Jike the mule which
is incapable of propagation of its species. Artificial species are
eventually exterminated. History offers abundant proof of nu-
merous great races that no longer have any living representatives.
The caste system of India is credited by her most profound
thinkers with being the check or preventive against license
that has preserved the purity of the race and brought it safely
through millenniums of vicissitudes, while many other ancient
races have completely vanished."